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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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6) S Claim(s) 1,2.6 J,9,1 1,17,1 8,22 and 23 is/are reiected. 
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10)0 The drawing(s) filed on 27 July 2001 is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fonri PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0- 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: A third connector 
and a third subject platform is claimed, however, a second connector and second 
subject platform is not indicated. The examiner believes that Claim 5 should depend on 
Claim 4. Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Claim 22 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 22 does not 
indicate a claim from which it depends. The examiner will interpret this claim as an 
independent claim until correction is provided. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 22 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 22 recites the limitation "the subject" in line 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 , The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 6, 7, 9, 11, 17, 18, 22, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Derderian et al (US 3,675,012). 

Regarding Claim 1 , Derderian et al teaches a capture structure for a multi- 
camera comprising a camera platform (fig. 1 , element 4) configured to hold the multi- 
camera system (8 and 14), a connector (col. 2, lines 34-36) coupled to the camera 
platfonn, and a subject platform (16) coupled to connector, wherein the location of the 
subject platform is restricted to a field of view of a first camera of the multi-camera 
capture system (see fig. 1 ). 

Regarding Claim 2, Derderian et al teaches the connector rigidly attaches the 
camera platform to the subject platform (since plate 16 is flanged and supported within 
plate 4, this is interpreted as being "rigidly" attached). 

Claim 6 is analyzed and discussed with respect to Claim 1 . (See rejection of 
Claim 1 above.) 

Regarding Claim 7, Derderian et al teaches moving the camera platform and the 
first subject platform in unison (synchronizing pulse generator 20 drives motors in 
unison, col. 1, lines 60-67). 

Regarding Claim 9, Derderian et al teaches revolving the first subject platform 
about the camera platform within the field of view of the first camera (col. 2, lines 37-40; 
see also fig. 1 ). 
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Regarding Claim 11, Derderian et al teaches a camera platform (4) configured to 
hold a multi-camera capture system (8 and 14) and configured to move along a circular 
track system (inherent since the camera platform 4 is circular, it must rotates on a 
circular track or path). 

Regarding Claim 17, Derderian et al teaches a base platform (39) and a plurality 
of wheels coupled to the base platform (referred to as bearings; col. 2, lines 34+). 

Regarding Claim 18, Derderian et al teaches the camera platform includes a 
rotatable pedestal coupled to the base platfonn (element 7 is affixed to camera platform 
4 and inherently rotates since platfonn 4 rotates). 

Regarding Claim 22, Derderian et al teaches a multi-camera capture system (8 
and 14) further comprising rotating a subject platform (16) below the subject (1 ; col. 1 , 
lines 58+). 

Regarding Claim 23, Derderian et al teaches the rotation of the subject platform 
is coordinated with movement of the camera platform (via synchronizing pulse 
generator 20; col. 1, lines 58-67). 

3. Claims 11 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Kaye (US 5,497,188). 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Kaye teaches a circular track system (fig. 2, element 48), 
and a camera platform (54) configured to hold the camera (12) capture system and 
configured to move along the circular track system (via 52). Kaye discloses that instead 
of using a camera (12) with a CCD, the camera also may include a plurality of CCDs to 
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capture a subject (see fig. 5; col. 8, lines 3-12). This is interpreted as a multi-camera 
capture system. 

Regarding Claim 16, Derderian teaches that the camera is positioned in a 
direction to capture images. By maneuvering the circular track allows the camera to 
capture images at different locations. Also, figure 2 shows the camera (12) is mounted 
to the platfomi (54) using 2 undisclosed attaching means. These teachings inherently 
disclose the platform in configurable to lock a first camera to capture a fixed direction as 
the camera platform moves along the circular track system. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 3-5, 8, 10, and 12-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Regarding Claim 3, the prior art neither teaches nor fairly suggests a camera 
platform configured to hold a multi-camera capture system, a connector coupled to the 
camera platform, and a subject platform coupled to connector, wherein the location of 
the subject platform is restricted to a field of view of a first camera of the multi-camera 
capture system, as claimed in Claim 1, wherein the connector is retractable and a 
distance between the subject platform and the camera platform is variable. 

Regarding Claim 4, the prior art neither teaches nor fairly suggests a camera 
platfonn configured to hold a multi-camera capture system, a connector coupled to the 
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camera platform, and a subject platfomi coupled to connector, wherein the location of 
the subject platform is restricted to a field of view of a first camera of the multi-camera 
capture system, as claimed in Claim 1, further comprising a second connector, and a 
second subject platform coupled to the second connector, wherein the location 
of the second subject platform is restricted to a field of view of a second camera 
of the multi-camera capture system. 

Claims 8 and 10 are substantially synonymous to claims 3 and 4. 

Regarding 12, the prior art neither teaches nor fairly suggests a capture structure 
for a multi-camera capture system comprising a circular track system, and a camera 
platform configured to hold the multi-camera capture system and configured to move 
along the circular track system, as claimed in claim 11, further comprising a subject 
platform encompassed by the circular track system. 

Regarding 15, the prior art neither teaches nor fairly suggests a capture structure 
for a multi-camera capture system comprising a circular track system, and a camera 
platfomn configured to hold the multi-camera capture system and configured to move 
along the circular track system, as claimed in claim 1 1 , wherein the camera platform is 
configurable to align a first camera of the multi-camera capture system to capture a 
subject located within the circular track system as the camera platform moves along 
the circular track system. 



5. 



Claims 19-21 are allowed. 
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Regarding Claim 19, the prior art neither teaches nor fairly suggests a method of 
operating a multi-camera capture system comprising mounting the multi-camera capture 
system to a camera platfomn, and moving the camera platform along a circular track 
system while capturing a first subject within the circular track system. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacqueline Wilson whose telephone number is (703) 
308-5080. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:00pm (alternate 
Fridays ofQ. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy Garber can be reached on (703) 305-4929. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomnation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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